
Old Rugbeian Golfing Society 

 

Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting of the Society held 
on 13th September 2019 at the Rye Golf Club 

 
Present: John Newton  Captain, in the chair 
  Charles Maisey  Vice Captain 
  Michael Attenborough President 
  Tim Watts   Hon Secretary and Treasurer 

and 23 other members of the Society 
 

1. Captain’s report 

The Captain welcomed the President and other members.  He particularly 
welcomed as the Society’s guests from the School, Kerry Wilson (Director 
of Development) and Debbie Skene (Director of Sport). 

The Captain then gave a review of his year. First, he again regretted not 
being able to be present at the 2018 AGM when he was elected to office.  
He mentioned that the most notable event, personally, for him had been to 
break his collar bone on the ski slopes in February, and that he was 
therefore was “off games” for a period and so missed playing in a number 
of events, although he was able to attend and support those playing in 
some of those events. He reviewed major representative events in which 
the Society was represented and was sure that success in the Halford 
Hewitt would come soon. The Captain also referred to a meeting at the 
School at which the Society had continued to put the case for better 
provision for golf, about which more would be said later. 

2. Hon Secretary and Treasurer’s report 

The income and expenditure account for the year to July 2019 was 
presented to the meeting.   

The Hon Treasurer pointed out that many of the figures were in line with 
the previous year. The differences were additional expenditure on a new 
supply of ORGS ties and spending an appreciable sum as the subsidy for 
younger players playing at our events. This latter item the Treasurer 
thought to be a good thing. 

While the overall result was thus a small surplus, the Hon Treasurer also 
explained that the result was flattered by our Grafton Morrish team not 
qualifying for the finals held during the year in question, a cost we would 
normally hope to include. By contrast, our qualification for the finals in 
October 2019 would be likely to result in the outcome for the 2019/20 year 
being an overall deficit and, while the Society’s reserves allowed it to 
accommodate a deficit for some years, it was sensible to seek to increase 
income. 

 



 

3. Captain and Vice-Captain for 2019/20 

The Captain proposed, and it was unanimously agreed, that Charles Maisey 
be elected as Captain to take office at the close of the meeting. 

The Captain further proposed, and it was unanimously agreed, that Nigel 
Cadbury be elected as Vice-Captain to take office at the close of the 
meeting. 

4. Committee 

Jonny Brewer, elected to the Committee in 2016 to serve for 3 years, would 
retire at the close of the meeting and it was unanimously agreed that 
Charles Carver be elected to the Committee to serve until the AGM in 2022. 

5. Hon Secretary and Treasurer 

It had previously been announced that Tim Watts would retire after 9 years 
as Hon Secretary and Treasurer at the meeting.  The President proposed a 
vote of thanks to Tim and made a presentation to him on behalf of the 
Society and its Members. Tim thanked the President for his kind words and 
all members of the Society for their friendship over the years and 
generosity with the gift. 

The Captain then proposed, and it was unanimously agreed, that Robert 
Prior be appointed as Hon Secretary and Treasurer. 

6. Any Other Business 

The Captain awarded the Captain’s Privilege to Robert Prior.  The Captain’s 
Privilege, a silver salver, is awarded entirely at the Captain’s discretion to a 
member of the Society who the Captain feels has made a particular 
contribution to the Society that should be recognised. Many had made 
contributions over the year, but in volunteering to take over the day to day 
conduct of running the Society the Captain felt that Robert’s was the most 
significant. 

In closing the formal proceedings of the Meeting, the retiring Captain 
remarked that the Society (the most active OR sports society) was, in his 
view, in good heart and he greatly appreciated the honour that it had been 
to be Captain.   

There being no further business, the Captain declared the meeting closed. 

 

  



While not formally part of the business of the meeting – 

a) At the beginning of the meeting, the Captain presented a prize to Vanessa 
Lindsay, the third year running that a lady had taken part in the Autumn 
Meeting, and said how delighted he was to make the presentation and 
expressed the hope of all members that more and more ladies would 
attend the Meeting and our other events. 

b) The Rugby School guests were invited to address those present and the 
Director of Development explained general changes occurring at the 
School. The Director of Sport then summarised the improvements in the 
“core” sports at the School, before turning to golf and explaining the 
changes that were being introduced in the present academic year making 
golf, as an optional sport, more easy for pupils to take up, with  added 
resources at teacher level and, in the future, a combination of the facilities 
of the School and those of Bilton Grange, which has grounds that already 
include a nine-hole course. 

The Captain thanked the guests and expressed pleasure at the 
encouraging developments that were in prospect for golf. 

 

 
 


